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TRkON 


w: OF | 
WILLIAM STAYTLEY, Goldſmith; For Treaſoneble 
Words, Upon which he was Condemned for High } 


| Treaſon, Nov, 21. 1678. | 

ME Staley being accuſed ofhigh Treaſon, was on the 21th. day of November 

1678. brought from Newgate. and arraigned at the Kings-Bench Barr, ard 
the next Day was brought to the ſame Place to receive his Trials where being 
come , and the Jury Impanclled, the Court told the Priloner, that if he would 
ChaPFlenge any of the Jury, he muſt ſpeak unto them as they came to the Book to 
be ſworn, and before they were ſworn; the Priſoner Challenging none, the 
Jury were \worn, vis, 

: JURY 


Str Phillip Mathews. Simon Middleton, 
Sr Reginald Foſter, Thomas Croſs, Bſ{quire, 
. Sir Joby Kirke, Henry Johnſon, Eſquire, 
Sir John Cutler. * __ - Eharles UOnifrenil. 
Sir Richard Blake. Thomas Egglesfield, Eſquire. 
John Bifield, Eſquire; Williaws Bobee, 

The Inditment Read, | 


Tou ſtand Indilted by the name of William Stayley, &s _ 
Cryer, If any can give Evidence on the bchalfe of our Sovereign Lord the King, 


agaiaſt., Willis Staley 1ct him come forth and he ſhall be hzard, 


Creſſwel Levinge, The Priſoner ſands Indidted as not having the feare of 


Got before his Eyes, being ledby the Inſtigation of the Devil , not minding his 
Allegiance, but Traiterouſly endeavouring the Death and D-{trultion of our 
Sovereign Lord the King, he did on Notember the 14h, in the thirticth yeare of 


B\. the King, fa'ſly, wickedly, an4 Teaiteroujly Compals, Imnaigine, Dzviſe and In- 


vent the Killing the King, that he did maliciouſly contrive (I lay ) the Death of 
our Lord ; tic King of B, land. | : 

To this he hath pleaded Not guilty. You are to try whether he be guilty or 
Not. vo | 


Kings Fergieaant, Maynard,«The Offence is as great as canbe, and will be pro+ 


® vdasclearas can be. Call the Witneſſes ro prove the Offence. 


Htorn, Gen. Ic would be fitting before we enter upon the Evidence, to give 
ſome account, why ( among ſo many offendors, ſome ol them of greater quality 
then Wiljam  Stayley ) we choſe fiſt to bring This Man to Trya), It is not 


 uiknown to ary man that lives in England, what Diſcoveries there have been 


of horrid and damnable Defigns againſt the Kings Perfon, and the Proteftant 
Ruligion. There are aſort of men in the World, tht endeavour what they can 


to cry down this Diſcovery, as that it was altogether Suppoſititious, and _— 
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It is'true, me are ſo charitable as to think the Rowen Catbolicks in England do 
omote the Roman Catbolick Religion, but the Deſignagainſt the Kings Perſon is a 
Fition. But they ſha!l do well to 'take warning by the Tryai of this man, aud 
Impriſonment of iv many Offenders, as that even fince this Diſcovery made, 
ſome have had this Treaſonable mind, and Trayterous attempt againſt ''i: King, 
and faid thoſe words for which in the Indictment he is charged wich. This 
priſoner by Religion is a Roman Cotbolick he calls himſelf ſo; in plain Engyi:h he is 
a Papift, and finding that ſince this Plot was diſcovered his trading decay'd,(bcing 
one that dealt in Monies ) he wzs oneof their party, he grew inraged their 
money way called fofaſt for, being inthe company of one Fromante, a F vieigner, 
at 2a Cook's ſhop, and were conſidering of matters of Trade, this man was com- 
planing his money was ſo faſt called in for. Taking notice of the diſcovery of the 
plot, { being a very great well wiſher to it }) entred into a great paſſiony and ſpake 
theſe words of the. King: That he was the preateſt Heretich in the Worldy that he was 
a greet Rogue, for his part, holding up his hand, clapt it then upon his heart, 
and ſaid, ] will with this hand kill bim_ Theſe words were heard by the Gentle= 
men that were preſent, but ſpoken in French. 
William Caſters, a Wittneſs, 
Attorn.Gen, Acquaint the Court and Jury what you know of any words ſpoken _ 

by the Prifoner about kiiling the King, 

Witneſs. So far as I knowor can give an account,it was aboutE.even of the clock 
in the day,on the 14th, day of this monthzhe call*d for a pot ofAlc and a ſlice cfRoft 
Beef, which when it was called for, his Landlord aid it ſhou!d b: brought him 
there was anotherFrenchman withStay/ey a firanger to me: th: y diſcourſed together 
in French and Stayley then faid twice over, The King was a grand Heretick, making 
this Demonſtration, with his hand upon his Breaſt, and ſtimpt five or lis times 
with his Foot in great Fury, The old man Fromante, his Friend, ſaid , That the 
King of England was 8 Tormentor of the People of God, and he anſwered again ina 

| great Fury, Heis a great Heretickgand the Greateſt Rogue inthe Worldz ther's the 
{ Heart and here's the Hand that wonld kill bim,and the King and Parliament :bink all. 
E” is over , but the Rogues are Miſtaken. 
* L, Chief Fuf. Did you know Srayley? 
Witneſt No my Lord , Thad never ſeen him before, 
L. Chief Fuft. What didyou do upon this ? 
=* Witmueſr. Idid got know what to do being ignorant of the Laws of the Coun- 
F-2xery » { thought it was a great matter, and being ſenſible that Srayley was gone out | 
21 cauſed one to attend him and came to his Fathers Shop, and looked up and 
L*down,and the next day I apprehended him. 
| L, Chief Faſt. Are you ſure ( looking upon the Priſoner ) that was the man ? 
Witneſs, Yes. : 

| L. Chief Fuft. Did you (ce him when he ſpake the words ? 
| Witneſs, Yes, I ſaw him ; there wasno more diſtance betwixt the two doore, 

ut juft as far as that Gentleman and me 3 his face was ſtraight towards us. 

| L. Chief Fuff. Were you in the ſame Room ? 

Witneſs, No, but juſt over again it, the doors were open. 

L. Chief Fuft, How nccr were you to him ? 


Wit- 
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= - - Wiiteſs, Scven ov.cight foot from the.place' where' I Wwarund-where ht Was | © 
' - Hc was ſianding at orfc door , and Fat the others; | ii Freneb-the words:weredpo- * 
3 © + ken, he making a demonſtration ,ſtamping with his foot 1 wonld yl him my ſelf, 
*._, which the Priſoner would have cvaded by ſaying , the words fignitie,, ] win!d 
© tall myſelf. The Priſoner farther ſaid , that the King and Parliament thought all 
was over, but the Rogues were beguiled and deceived. ys, | 
Alexander Southerland witneſs. 
Mr. Sonutherlaud , Tcl what you heard the Priſoner at the Bar ſay , were you 
there ? Witneſs. Yes. | 
L. Chief Fuſt, Which was neareſt to him , he or you ? + 
. Winneſs, He was neareſt to him, and I jutt by the Gentleman. He: ſaid af 
terwards when a word or two paſt betwixt them, The Rogues ere devei- 
ved. theyt bjnk the Buſineſs is done , but they are deceived, © The 01d man ſaid ,that 
. the King of England was a Tormentor of the People of God ; the Priſoner anſwered © 
tbe King of England is the greateſt Heretich, and the preateſt' Rogme in the World , and 
tbe King and Parliament thinks their buſineſs s done , but the Rogues are miſtaken, 
Prif, T Gaid ( replyed the Priſoner ) I would kill my ſelf, 
L. Cbiif Fuft. Would you kill your ſelf becauſe you ſaid the King was a He 
 retick ? You acknowledge your felt to be a Roman Carbolicks | 
Pri', And in that Faith T intendto dye, | 
Attory. Gen, H:rethc Prifoner doth not deny but he ſai4 , the King of Eu- 
land was a great Heretich ? and can we.imagine him to be in ſuch a pathon that 
. he would kl] himſelf ? whether that be; a natural Conchuſi»n from the Peemiſes , 
I: muſt ſubmit to -« : ; 
L. Chief Faft. Did.you {cs Mr. Staley per'e Ay , was the door open ? * 
Witneſs. 1 faw him pertcctly, 
. . L.Chief. Foft. Didyyou know him before ? ... _ 
_ ; Wane. I never ſaw his face before, _ ; 
E* Chief Fu. Did you write the words preſently ? | | 
Witneſs, I writ them down preſcntly , as God ſhall be my WitneS. 
_'L. Chiif Fuft, Look upon the writing , is it your hand ? - 
Witneſs. It is? and it was written the. 24th of November 1678. About Eleven 
a Clock they came to the black Lyon in Kings-fireetand call*d fora. quart of. Ale 
and « ſlice ofRoſi Beef, and it was anſwered, it ſhould preſently be had. William . 
_ . Stayky feil, having firuck an his Brefl, and ſtamping with his foot five os fix 
times, 1 my. ſelf monld do it. : 


L. Chief Fuft. Did. you wiite all that is-in the Paper at that time ? 
Witneſs. 1 writ the words in French as I heaud thera from him , then formed 


it .a5-to the Perſon and time afterwards when I was gone, | 
TL. Chief Fuſt. Who told you it was Stayley the Goldſmith ? | . 
IWitneſs, We acked'the- man of the. houſe; and we found he went to his ;Fa. 
ther houſe in'Covent Garderz we asked his Fathers name and his names .and that's 
the 'very man. Cs | 24 
L.. Cbicf Fuſt. He conffſ:th he wazin the place at that. tinge with-the old 
main. He acknowledged that he ſpake ſome words, but denied heſpake thoſe 


Fhat he was the man he doth not deny, |  #t= 
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French Tongue, he was in the company of theſe two.men it that tirtie 3 we do n5t 
. rape oy eg words: beef Ve 48th; nor tinderſtand the Linguage, s 
L. Chis] Fuft. Ther& is no miſtake of the Petlon,/ the” Prifonet doth noc deny 
ic was there, Call the'third perfon to know what he hath to ſay. EDI 
2s ___ Philip Garrey, thitd Witnefs: © 
Wit. All that I ean ſay is this ; My Captain Witllam Coſtars came to me in a 
= paſſion , and ſaid T cannot ſuffer this, T will run upon him, I cannot be 
' L: Chief Fuft. Whatare thoſe words he charged upon him? 
Witneſs. That he would kill the King bitnfelf : it is impoſtible to ſuffer it , I 
7111 tun ont to a Conſtable prefently , this cannot be ſuff:red. 
| went to inquire for his name ; the: anſwer was, te was a Gold-ſmith and that 
iis zdmec was Steyley, That's the very man ( looking upon him )) I ſaw there 


nd heard him ſpeak, | 

L. Chief Faſt, What were the firſt words. 

Witneſr. | The French words were ſpoken twice, in Engliſh thus | The King 
us a grand Heretiek( French again ] H:resjbe band y bet©s the heart. 1 would kill 
in my ſelf. | . 

L. Chieſ Fuſt. What can yon ſay to this ?. 

Priſozer. My Lore the matter of Fa& happened thus : This Gentleman , Mr. 
omtherland , coines over to me in the mornieg when I was in the Shop, and faif 
ir, I would have 2 red Button like thi: T (aid I had none of that nfure, you had. 
cttergo to the Exchange, 1 wou!d have one of a true Stoney You muſt (T reply, d 
o to the Jewelers, I have none of theſe, Upon that 1 dimils*d him 3 he went 0+ 
er, and prefently comes, in a quarter of an hour #ft r, and tells me, that an Hon- 
owable perſon would ſpeak wich me $ Fwent overs thisGentleman mak?s a great 
any Ceremonies to 1ne, and reads rm: this Paper he te.ls me, you ſee what the 
dentleman teads I Would adviſe you to look tolt, then taking me aſide by thee 
findowgI faid , L do not underſtand you, Lam innocent , you mult not put any, 
abble upon rn with that the Captain rugs out in a fary,Ge feteheth a Confiable,8e 

rrieth me to the Gate, houſe.. I was in my ſhop the day before , which very day I 
{4 intend to go ont with ZFtiend into the Connticy , and prepared my (elf ac- 
ordingly,, arid Mr. Fromante., the old man that was the Friend, of mine, comes | 
Lying & rhe, the Coriftable would have fomethinzs Tknow not what it is come 
nd aflit rtic; f wetit to the place, the Conſtable told me , that I was to appear by 
-f of the clock ; with that comes the o1d man out. T1 owed him a little money, I 

ent and paid hit the money which I owed him. .1 came back and fate down 
y the window out of fight, the 01d man fat at the right hand, fo'we ſat and gif- 

urſed as innocently,as.I thought, and (before Gog 7 as ever 1 ſpake in my life. 

L. Ghief Faſt. What diſco ix{e had ycu ? : 

Prifaner, Our Chicf diſcourſe was about the materials of our b ſinefs, and itwas 
bout the Kiog of France his UCarpation over his Subjeds, & th: happineſs of ove 

:5urfe 


tle'Pcople,, the Commonalty of Englaris that was indeed uſuilly our diſc 
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Gen, The third man is £ -Glntleman that doth not underſtand erftand the © 


When we met together... _. HOVER oo REP . Pg Y 
© L. Chief Fuft.. Did you ſay you would kill the King of France ? and that hy 
was a great Heretick ? Do you bclieve the King of France is an Heretick ? 

* Priſoner. I know not what his Opinion is,that is to his' own Cohſcicnces 

_ L. Cl-3:f Juſt, Did you name the word Heretick? A 

Priſener, Notto my knowledge, upon my Soul,not of the King of England; we 
might have diſcoarſed of the happineſs and of the differ:nce of ir Government 
I have been rhought a Perſon of ſome intelligence, and of ſome tnderſianding in 
the world, and not to expoſe my (clfto (peak ina publick large room , the door 
being open , with ſo high a voice that theſe Gentlemen bring in the next room 
ſhould hear me in French, and ina fitreet where almoſt all are Frenchmen, to ſpeak 
theſe blaſphemous words, words that I abhor, I have been a great admirer of my 
Prince. 

Court. Read the Statute of Decimo tertio, &c. 

L. Chief, Fuſt.Speak the words inEngliſh about killing theRing, ſpeak them all, 

Witneſs, That the Priſoners Companion did ſay , The King was a Torment or & 
Perſecutor of the People of God. The Priſoners words were again , The King of En- 
gland is the greateſt Heretich, and the greateft Rogue in the World ; here's the beart , & 
ih:re*s the band would kill him 1 my ſelf, | 

Priſoner. Here's the hand, and here's the Heart which would kill my ſelf : not 
would kill him my felf. | 

L, Chief Fuſt What Jcſuit taught you this trick? It is like one of them 
it is the Art and intereſt of a Jeſuit ſoto do, 

The Statu'e read . 

L. Chief Fuft Have you any thing more to ſay for your {elf then what you have 
already ſaid ? | 

Cowrt, Sir Fohn Kirk, do you underſtand French ? 

One of the Fury. 1 do, my Lord the words have been interpreted all right, 

L, Chief Fnuft. Let me ask you one Queſtion 3 When you faid the King was a 
prear Heretick, aud a Rogut, and here's the heart , and here's the Arm that would kill 
bim my ſelf > was it not the King you would kill ? | 

Priſoner. I have this to ſay in Fattifcarion of my (elf, & Allegiance to my Prince 
and King, that I never thought , nor imagined or eontrived any way , but have 
been a true Subject to the King upon all occations 3 I am ſorry it proves fo, Gods 
will be done, my Soul depends uponit 3 I ama dying man by the Statute, never 
with Intention, or any thought or ill will, ſpake any word about this matter: 

L. Chief Ju{t. Out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks, the Statute 
hath been read, which hath made jt criminal. 

Call a Witneſs for the Priſoner: | 

| VVitneſs for the Priſoner, One Anſelm ſpake, 

They came to my houſe, where [ live, at the Croſe-keys in Covent Gaiden, about 
eight a Clock in the morning, theſe ewo Geatleinen, the day they took him away, 
was the day after theſe words were ſpoke, and he was kept priſoner from eight 
cill eleven of the Clock without any Conſtable, they had five Bottels of Wine 
and befpake meat, but they did not ſtay to cat the meat, 

L, Ch. J uf. Row came.you to ſtay fo long ? Wits 


(In 


7mm 1 was to hours in looking for a Conftable, they would not come with ms 
ithout a warrant frqma Juſtice of Peace, FO | 

L, C, Jaft. Who told you,you had beſt rake it up ? 

Prif. The middlemoſt man, the firſt witneſs, 

VVitn. VVe were about three long hours, I ſent out this Gentleman for a Con- 
able, in the mean time the Priſoners Father ſent his Maid for him to come home, 
told him he ſhould not go,if he deſired to cat we,would eat there.l ſentto VVhite- 
Jll and defired a guard, the Officer of the guard told the meſſenger it was the 

pnſtables part | | 

Court. Call another Witneſs for the Priſoner. 
| : Witneſs for the Priſoner, 

I have heard him often declare as much Loyalty to his Prince as any Perſon.One 
Jay we fell into a diſcourſe of theſe affairs the buſineſs of the Jeſuits, which arc a 
xcople he did as much condemn as any; forin Padua he ſaw fo many cheats, that 
e forſook the Jeſuitical Religion, & it he knew any of the Perſons concerned in- 
his Plot, he would be the Exccutioner himſelf, and whoever comes to reign af- 
erwards, they ſhall never enjoy ſo much-peace as now; and I heard him often 
xy he would loſe bis blood for the King, and heard him ſpeak as Loyally as 1 c- 
er heard any man ſpeakin my life.  - * 
| L, Ch. Fuft, That is when he ſpoke to a Proteſtant. 
Court, Have you any thing elſe to to ſay for your ſelf, or have you any more 


itnefſes, that you would have examined on your bchalt? 
Prif, No, 


Lerd Chief Juſtice bis Speech. 
He Statute hath bcen read, which was made ſince the King came ir, for the 


preſervation of his perſon, and during his life: the Parliament thought it rea- 
onable,even to make deſperate words to be Treaſongalthough there was no other 
hing but words, that js, ſuch words, as if the thing had been done would be 
Treaſon the ſpeaking it is Treaſon. When we come to obſerve the manner of this 
peaking methinks there is no great difi:ulty to ſatisfie the Jury that they were, 
poke adviſedly and maliciouſly. They were in'a publick houſe,and by accident, 
eard : they concealed them not a moment,and not from the man that did not 
nderſtand Frezch. To hear a man ſay in a great paſſion , that his King was a 
Jeretick and the greateſt Rogue in the World, and that he VVould k:ll him, to 
rite down, the words preſently, they flept not upon it, they found out who he 
was, the next day they came to attach him they kept him, for what ? till, they 
ould get a Conſiablc. So that here is nothing doubtful either in the circumſtance 
vr ſubſtance ofhis Caſe : ſo that you cannot have a plainegg proof in the VVorld 
hen there is in this, For my own part, when it is in the Caſe of a mai.”, life , f 
ould not have any compliance with the rumors or diſorder of times that ſhould 
be an evidence againſt him, but would have a verdict depend upon the witnefles 
hat ſwear the fat down. right upon him- You and we all are ſenfible -of the 
great difficulties & hazards that is now both againſt the Kings perſon, & agiinft all 
roteſtants, and our Religion too, which will hardly maintainit's {elf, when they 
ve deftroyed the men; but levem know, that many #ouſands will loſe their 
Religion with their lives, for we will not be Papiſts,1ct the Jeſuits pcefs what oy 
wi 
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«434 (ho are-the foundations of All this wilchſef png proites, by jm 16 thagpy x 
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© but they will riever getthe Pape of RomeFo « c he. hath” Jer 59 muy! 
* Wed In Heverieh King, na if e does: har the <jet is pot diſc eel Hombs dien \ 
© they woukdt-do greetfervice to theſr Papiſt Friends; if ehey coukl obtaty ſuch Af liF,* They 
"prinegpreach, Qtpure, and maintain-erheewiſe, and thereby {cad perple to thei own! deſiruRict 
an: rhe dcftruRions of orhers, Excuſe me if lama line am. when petj!3 are fo many, thel 
Worthersfoſt c:er, rhr we cant diſcover the murther of thar Gentleman whom weallines fþ 
* we!l, when things arctranſafted ſo cloſly,, and our-K'ng in ſo.gieat dpnger, and: igiua at Rake: 
© Tis erret to he warm here than in Smrahfleld, Burrhitithe Man might ve juſtice otte hith, he 
© hath ta4 his Witnefſes,and might have had this Qld mgn,if fie had namcd him to Mr. Richardſon. 
* ang tn ſhew. what ai: p'ay.he has. hal. Nr, qtterny tells you the vid man hith been examined 
©*zpen Oarh, ani cffets him the Copy of his Examination to uſe, but he thioks ncr fit roſe it for] 
414 defence 5/ therefore nethingis Ttrorthered? The Offence yon have heard in words, plain enough; 
* unleſs the ſegce 15 peiyi reed by Joſuitical cunning and equiroeation. 3hebeff par of their earning Þ 
* and; honeſty, They (wee lt expicily That the. King teas an Heretidk, and the yy Regueie © 
* the World, and her's the heatt.aa& band, that he would kill bim bunſe frand hath at 6 Ga have + 
© 6 orher (gnifteatiorr The Sratnre fairh Advifedly and Maliciorfl;, The manner of (peaking 
S.and1he words ſpoke prove bath. When a Papift once hath made a Man a Heretick,” there is oo 
* {c1uple to murther him Whoever 15 not of their Pei (waſton are Hereticks. and wheever are Here. 
« ticks may be murthered, if the Pope commands it, for which they may become ;S$ainrs.in Heaven; 
-*{this is that they have pra&iſed It here ha.Lbeen nothing, ofthis in this. Kingdom, or other gart 
© ofthe World, it would be a har&ihiogto rd, re rare be they- ought not go complain 
ken o mayy inſtonces arc igainft them.” Therefore Jiſchyryge » wp Conſciences' av you ongh, 
Co ds 5 if guilty let him take the Reward of bis Cylmet and you fall do-well td begin with this 
* an ; ſor perchance ir may be a rerreer co the reſt, Unieſs they think they can be'ſayet"by dy. 
£ by: in the Roman Fatth, tho with ſach pernctons and-rraitereus werds and defigns astheſe are; 
£1et ſuchgo £5 Heaven by themſelves 3 Thoye, I ſhall gever go to that Heaven, where Men ye 
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+ mate Sajms” for killing Kings, 
_ William Staylty, holdup your hand, 
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